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GLIMPSES OF GLORY 

Thanksgiving is rapidly approaching. It is a time 

when we are urged to be grateful for our 

blessings. We need this holiday because it is so 

easy for us to forget just how blessed we are 

each day. Being grateful is a key element in 

happiness and in having a positive, healthy 

outlook on life. In the book Spiritual Literacy by 

Frederic and Mary Ann Brussert a chapter titled 

“Gratitude” contains the following quote: 

 “Praise God” says the Hasidic teacher 

Rebbe Nachman of Breslov. “It puts everything 

into proper place and perspective.” Gratitude 

rejoices with her sister joy and is always ready to 

light the candles and have a party. Gratitude 

doesn’t much like the old cronies of boredom, 

despair, and takiin-things-for-granted. But they 

are welcome to the party anyway because we 

are grateful for everything. Let’s endorse Brittish 

writer GK Chesterton’s idea of “taking things 

with gratitude and not taking things for 

granted.” 

 Saying thank you to the Great Provider 

is only part of a life of gratitude. Another side is 

revealed by Protestant preacher Elton 

Trueblood: “I find that the thing which I want to 

put into practice in my own life is the conscious 

and deliberate habit of finding somebody to 

thank.” Say thank you to somebody who least 

expects it from you today.  

 Gratitude paid to all around us becomes 

a spiritual exercise. Show your gratitude to the 

music that enchants, to the winter boots that 

stand up to the wear and tear of the elements, 

to the movie that brings tears to your eyes. 

 All of us have experienced times in our 

lives that were so precious and special that if it 

were possible we would have had time stand still 

so we might live that moment forever. A good 

time is a taste of God,” affirms John Aurelio, a 

Catholic priest.  

 Feast on the moments that stand out in 

your mind as precious enough to replay again 

and again. Now repeat the mantra: “ A good 

time is a taste of God.” 

 During this season of Thanksgiving may 

you be especially grateful. May you feast on 

those wonderful moments in your life from the 

past, as well as the many blessings that are 

before you and be thankful for having a taste of 

God.  

 A Mighty Fortress is Our God, 

 Leigh Pezet, Pastor 

“Taking Things with Gratitude” 



Notes & News 

 

Comments or suggestions? 

We’d love to hear from you. 

Have an event or meeting you 

need publicized? Contact the 

church office to be included in 

an upcoming newsletter.  

The Cross of Glory Newsletter 

is available each month on the 

church’s website. It is also 

emailed to the congregation  

in a pdf format. Paper copies 

are available upon request. 

Please contact the church 

office if you have any 

questions. 
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Advent Begins November 27th 
Advent is a wonderful season rich in traditions as 
God’s people in Christ prepare for the Christmas 
season. It is a time of anticipation as we look 
toward Bethlehem with hope and joy in our 
hearts. The Advent Wreath will be lit each week as 
we draw closer to the Nativity of Our Lord. Your 
attendance in church this Advent will make your 
Christmas all the more meaningful.  
Cookie Exchange 
Calling all bakers and cookie lovers! On Saturday, 
December 10th at 1pm we will be having a COG 
Christmas Cookie Exchange in Fellowship Hall! 
Bake and bring six dozen of one of your favorite 
cookies as well as the recipe. We will taste and 
then share our cookies to bring home for the 
holidays. We will also have a craft to complete and 
bring home. Please sign up on the poster in the 
Narthex. Happy Baking! 
Annual Christmas Tree Lighting 
Our traditional Christmas Tree Lighting will be 
held Sunday, December 11th at 5PM We will 
gather on our front lawn, sing a few Christmas 
Carols and light our tree. The lighting of our tree is 
a symbol of how our Cross of Glory community of 
faith enthusiastically celebrates the beautiful 
season of hope and joy. As we light our tree may 
God empower us to bring light to others; so that 
all might bask in the warmth of God’s love. 
It’s a Wonderful Life 
Eight actors (and a Foley artist) bring the entire 
town of Bedford Falls to life. Don't miss this 
soulful and touching story, and experience it in a 
whole new way, as a member of our radio studio 
audience. Get into the holiday spirit with us, 
renew your faith in humanity and help revive LIVE 
theater! (Please see the flyer in this newsletter.) 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
December 24th at 4:00PM 
Join us for our Christmas celebration service of 
carols, candlelight, prayer and the reading of the 
Christmas Gospel.  
Condolences 
Long-time Cross of Glory member Lois Wilson 
entered eternal life on October 23rd and is now 
part of the Communion of Saints in heaven. We 
join her family and friends as we all grieve with 
confidence in the blessed promise of life 
everlasting through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Jessie Ebischbach, wife of former Cross of Glory 
Pastor Rev. Arthur Ebischbach, entered eternal life 
of November 13th. Service arrangements have not 

been finalized at this time. Condolences can be 
sent directly to Jessie’s daughter Carol Ebischbach
-Lowden. Please reach out to the office for contact 
information.  
Baptisms 
Michael James Puzo, Alexander Perry Knight, 
Luella Jacquelynn Knight, and Benjamin Robert 
Knight were baptized on Saturday, October 8th. 
James Vincent Samuelson was baptized on 
Sunday, October 9th, and Frank Edmund Butler 
and Avery Elizabeth Butler were baptized on 
Saturday, October 15th.  
Michael’s parents are Michael and Brittany Puzo 
and his godparents are Kristine Bradley and 
Joseph Puzo. Alexander, Luella, and Benjamin’s 
parents are Sean and Kristen Knight and their 
godparents are Vicky Newman, Rhona Knight, 
Perry Newman, and Robert Knight.  
 James’s parents are Taryn and Jeremy 
Samuelson and his godparents are Lindsey 
Samuelson and Joseph Nardi.  
 Frank and Avery’s parents are Hayley and 
Frank Butler and their godparents are Gina 
Hoffman and Drew Beekman and Rhiannon Rein 
and Joe Butler (respectively). 
 We pray God’s blessing upon Michael, 
Alexander, Luella, Benjamin, James, Frank and 
Avery and their families, and welcome them into 
the Lord’s family; members of the body of Christ, 
children of the Heavenly father.  
Jersey Jottings (Synod News) 
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and 
to know you is unending joy. We worship you, we 
glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great 
glory. Abide with us, reign us in, and make this 
world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
The Office of the Bishop is planning a recorded 
worship service for Christmas Day. Details to 
come.  
NJ WELCA Women of The Bible Series - Come and 
join the WELCA group as we learn interesting and 
fascinating information of the everyday women 
from the Bible times. Bring your snacks and 
beverages with you.  Every month on the 20th 
from 7pm-8pm.  
Join the Zoom meeting: https://
us06web.zoom.us/j/88287549068 



In Our Prayers 

Long-Term Illness:  
Kauko Aunio 

Kurt Carlson 

Susan Carpenter McQuade 

Khris Costa 

Colleen Desmond 

Tiffany Eckels O’Donnell 

Kristin Elmont 

Elona Folk 

Lindsay Gafford 

Sharon Goodman 

George Guglielmo 

Frank Hrabar, Jr. 

Jess Kelly 

Bob Keyarts 

Denise Kline 

Betty Koss 

Erin Larson 

Gale McNamara 

Bill Mertz 

Harvey Minsky 

Tiffany Nardella 

Jim Patton 

Richard Paul 

Linda Samuelson 

Antony Scharba 

Soldiers and Civilians of War 

Tracy Spannuth Burns 

Chris Vaughn 

Jasmine Waggner 

 

Dec, Jan, Feb: 
Jo Seigle 

Sister Pat Anglin 

Adele Kvalden 

Linda Sampieri 

Tishara Daniels Smith 

Kopach Family 

Christina Laing 

Hannelore Wirth 

Carol Smarsh 

Krista Horan 

Noel Wittenderg 

Jessica Bordeaux 

Michael Anderson 

Gerry Bartalamucci 

Bill Cheeseman 

Irene Morris 

Condolence Prayers for 
the Family and Friends of: 
Lois Wilson 
Jessie Ebischbach 

 

Prayer Requests 

Please add the following person(s) to Cross of Glory’s Prayer List: 

Name:________________________________________ 

Prayer Concern: 

_______Hospitalized   _______Recuperating   _______Homebound 

_______Outpatient   _______Other    _______Please remove the above 

            person from the Prayer List 

 

Submitted by:____________________________ Date: _______________________ 

Phone: _____________________ Relationship to above:____________________________ 

 

Please check one: _______Long-Term Prayer List  _______3 Month Prayer List 

 

You may give this form to an usher, place it in the offering plate, or drop it off in the church office. 
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Congratulations and best 

wishes to everyone 

celebrating this month! 

 

Don’t see your birthday or 

anniversary? Please make 

sure the church office has 

your information. 

732-583-1118 or 

crossofglory@verizon.net 

 

December 
7th—Cahren Morris 
9th—Madison Weg 
10th—Claire Phelps 

13th—Christine McKeever 
14th—Duane Noch 
19th—Sierra Shaw 

21st—Valerie Ferrera 
23rd—Lynn Paul 

January 
3rd—Carol Smarsh 

6th—Emma Calvanico 
8th—Aaron Morris 
9th—Carol Van Kirk 

11th—Sadie Richards 
12th—Barbara Hines 

13th—Linda Samuelson 
26th—Noah Gonzalez 

28th—Kauko Aunio 
                Caelin Burgi 

29th—Carol Thompson 
30th—Colin Noch 

February 
3rd—Tracy Bucco 

8th—Lucas Daniels 
12th—Noreen Shaw 

13th—Emmy Gonzalez 
20th—Ursula Guglielmo 

27th—Jeff Shaw 
28th—Ashley Archibald 

December, January, February 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 

                     November2022 




